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jects, he had a high esteem, (he meant Mr. Grattan); that
gentleman had stated that peerages in Ireland, instead of
being a matter of honour, were an article of sale: that they
were purchased from the corruption of seats in the House
of Commons. He had heard much of the influence of the
crown in this country. He believed it to be as great as it
was ever stated to be. But in Ireland corruption had been
publicly avowed and acted upon. Such a government must
certainly be in a very decrepid state, and therefore any plan
for the relief of the people was highly necessary. What, then,
were we to think of ministers, who held out an encouragement
at one time for such a plan, and afterwards recalled a lord-
lieutenant for attempting to carry it into execution ?"1
Fox's next return to Irish affairs was made in 1797,
That year opened with all the omens of the dreadful struggle
which preceded the Union, Both Fox and Grattan looked
with despair on the policy of seventies which the Irish
Government initiated in March when they issued a proclama-
tion virtually placing all Ulster under martial law. Grattan
made a great protest in the Irish House of Commons, and he
urged Fox to make a similar protest at Westminster. Fox
was evidently sensible of all the objections that would be
urged by Pitt to the discussion of Irish matters in the Eng-
lish Parliament, and he was very careful in his long and
important speech to make the grounds of his intervention
clear. It was his chief argument that the continual action
of the English Cabinet, and its notorious corruption in
Ireland had defeated the object of the great concessions of
1782. "An opinion prevails in Ireland, that whatever may
have been the intention with which that measure was
adopted, it has not produced a free and independent
legislature, but that the advantages which the form of a
free constitution seemed to promise, have been counter-
acted by the influence of the executive government and of
the British cabinet.'3 2
" It is even matter of notoriety, too, that a regular system
1 S^e&ches, vol. v. pp. 464-466.                      2 Ibid. vol. vi. p. 308.